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SIR, | 
1 N anſwer to your Letter of the 26th July laſt, I am ordered by 
the Court of Directors to inform you, that they have cauſed their 
diſpatches from Fort St. George to be examined, in order to ſee what 
_ particulars of your miſconduct are enumerated, beſides thoſe ſpecified 
in the Minute of 17th September 1783. It appears that you have 
been furniſhed with a Copy of Lord Macartney's Minute of 25th 
June 1783, and by the Court's Orders I ſend you an Extract of the 
General Letter from Fort St. George, dated zoth September 1783, 
containing a ſpecification of ſundry circumſtances reſpecting your 
conduct, which appear to have had weight with the Government 
5 there, in the determinations they came to concerning you. 
I am, with reſpect, 
| | SIR, 
Eaſt India Houſe, © a ; 
the 17th ® Sept. 1784. Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


7 (signed) THO® MORTON, Sec. 


Major General James Stuart: 
This Letter was received the 18th-of September, at Half paſt Three P. M. 
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E X R A 0 T Fan the RE A; LETTER from 
Fort Saint George, dated zoth September 178 3. 


F the 1 of Major General Stuart, late Commander 
in Chief, during a ſpace not exceeding twelve months in which 
he commanded, and of the injuries the Company has ſuffered there- 
by, the records during that ſpace bear manifold teſtimony, particularly 
in the two great inſtances of his neglecting the opportunity of 
driving the Myſorean troops from the Carnatic during the confuſion 


occaſioned among them by the death of Hyder Ally, and the ab- 


fence of his Succeffor ; and that of extinguiſhing the power of the 


French before their troops had fortified the poſt of Cuddalore, or were 
_ relieved from the want which the intercepted letters of Mr. De Buſſy 
ſhewed he was in, both of proviſions and ammunition. | 


This Government may have, therefore, rather to anſwer for not 
having at a more early period ſtopped the courſe of his offences, 
by paſſing ſentence upon him then, than for having paſſed it now: 
But the preſent Adminiſtration of this Preſidency, adopting the maxim 
of forbearance, has, inſtead of proceeding to the puniſhment -of 
guilt, conſtantly preferred to leave the meaſure of it, as in the. caſe 
of Mr. Paul Benfield, to the wiſdom and juſtice of their ſuperiors, 
except where the delay to be occaſioned by ſuch forbearance might 
in itſelf become a crime, by expoſing the ſettlement to any Ganger of 
the renewal of former diſorder and convulſions, . 


For the prevention of ſuch diſorder, it was judged expedient by the 
nnr that the Government of each of its Prefidencies, however 
| 3 ſubject 


ts] 
ſubje to obey inſtructions from abroad, ſhould be entire within itſelf; 
and that different executive authorities ſhould not at the ſame. time be 


. attempted to be exerciſed within it. 


By the Company s regulations in 1774, founded on this ee 
even the Commander in Chief of their forces in India, and holding 
a like commiſſion under the Crown, and alſo a Member of the 
Supreme Council of Bengal, was expreſsly declared to be, while 
reſiding in any of the other Preſidencies, under the command of 


ſuch other Prefidency. And whatever extenſion of authority has 


been lately granted the Governor General and Council of Bengal 
over the other Preſidencies, as to political and military operations, 
the Court of Directors has likewiſe lately ſignified its utter diſ- 
approbation of the exerciſe of ſuch authority, otherwiſe than through 
the governing Members of each reſpective Preſidency, and accord- 
ingly aboliſhed the appointment of a Reſident from the Governor and 
Council of Bengal at Fort St. George, as tending to eſtabliſh a channel 
of communication for their directions, different from that of the Com- 
pany's repreſentatives. | 


In contradiction, however, to theſe principles and 88 
Major General Stuart, who was appointed hy the ſole authority of 
this Preſidency to be Provincial Commander in Chief, in the room 
of Sir Hector Munro, choſe to arrogate a power within himſelf, in- 
dependent of this Preſidency, under pretence of a direct correſponds 

ence and communication with the Governor General and Council 
of Bengal, with whom he had, by the Company's conſtitution, ng 
immediate connection whatſoeverz and while the Commander in 
Chief of the Forces in India was alive, pretending to a& under + 
ſeparate orders iſſued at Bengal, from him alone, who, upon the 
__ ſhould Biene, have been obliged to obey the orders of the 
B2  Prefidency, 


T 6 1 
Probidebey'3 : nal, fince the death of that Commander in Chief, arro- 
gating, particularly as to the diſpoſition of his Majeſty's troops 
in India, ſent out for the ſervice, and conſequently to be at the 
diſpoſal of the Company, an excluſive diſcretionary power, not 
exerciſed even by his Majeſty or his orders, and which has been 
exerciſed by Major General Stuart to the detriment of the Com- 
pany. He even declared that he would, by his own authority, 
remove fron. the command of the Southern army, Colonel Fullarton, 
who was appointed to it by the Preſidency, and who has acquitted 
himſelf of it with ſuch diſtinguiſhed honour to himfelf and benefit to 


the Company. 

Major General Stuart went even fo far as to aſſume, and exa from 
his troops, the title not claimed even by Sir Eyre Coote, of Excel- 
lency ; thereby denoting an 2 immediate and repreſentative power from 


the Crown. 

As to powers Ben 9 it muſt be ente. that the Go- 
vernor General and Council, from their extreme deſire to annihilate 
that aſſignment from the Nabob, which the Court of Directors had 
deſired to be rendered effectual, and which forms the Principal 
and eſſential reſource for carrying on the public affairs at preſent 
here, did ſo far overlook the bounds of the authorities veſted in 
them, as to give to Sir Eyre Coote, when returning to this Coaſt, 
ſeparate powers and inſtructions for the . of l that 


ſurrender. 1 

Neither the i imminent neceſſity of the cafe, nor the known intention 
of the Company in regard to the aſſignment, could, however, have per- 

mitted the ſurrender of it, without the exertion of a military violence; 


and ee inclined Sir Eyre aro * have been to execute the 
| | inſtructions 


5 1 
inſtructions of his colleagues, it is a juſtice due to his memory to de- 
clare, that nothing in the paſt actions of his life warranted a ſuppoſi- 
tion that he would pervert the military authority entruſted to his 
hands, to the purpoſe of actually oppoſing or overturning the Go- 
vernment under which he was placed; and it was therefore thought 
ſufficient by that Government, to remind him of the obedience that 
he owed them. But, upon his death, Major General Stuart reſumed the 
Chief Command. He knew this oppoſition of ſentiments in the two 
Preſidencies; and knew, that thoſe of the Preſidency of Bengal were 
favourable to the views of the Nabob ; he diſcloſed however only fo far 
his diſpoſition in Committee, as to take occaſion of aſſerting the doc- 
trine of the general power of interference on the part of the Bengal 
Government in the affairs of this Preſidency, though the act of Parlia- 
ment, and the conſequent ſpecial declaration of that Government on the 
8th of November 1775, confines it to hoſtilities and treaties; Such 
declaration expreſsly excluding all interference on their part in matters 
of revenue here; and though the ſubſequent inſtructions of the Com- 
pany extend only ſuch interference to political and military opera- 
tions, Rill leaving matters of revenue under the ſame dominion as 


before. 


„ General alſo, indeed in purſuance of his own doctrine, and 
upon the ſuppoſition of the inſtructions for ſurrender of the aſh ign- 
ment being renewed and directed to him, ſignificantly ee that 


be would do his duty. 


There was Tbs ſtrong reaſons, for a time to hope, that no ſuch 

inſtructions would be renewed ; the firſt were given before the oppo- 
ſite intentions of the Company were known at Bengal. The utter 
falſity of the grounds upon which the determination was taken at that 


TROY the futility of the Nabob's pretenſions, the lrreſiſtible exi- 
f gencies 
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[8] 


gencies of the Company's affairs upon the coaſt, the imminent neceſſity 


of the caſe, the conformity of this Preſidency on this very ſubject to 


the former advice, encouragement, and direction of that of Bengal, 


as well as to the views, inſtructions, and welfare of the Company, 
and to the letter and ſpirit of the agreement with the Nabob, were 
demonſtrated beyond the poſhbility of doubt or contradiction; and if 


fact, reaſon, or juſtice could prevail, there was hope of prevailing 


upon the Governor General and Council of Bengal. They did indeed 
prevail upon one Member of that Council lately arrived: He honour- 


| ably avowed the conviction that was worked upon his mind. But 
others, under the ſanction of a majority, thought a repetition of their 


order was a ſufficient refutation of the objections to it. They were 


not, it ſeems, ſo certain of the compliance here, of thoſe who had already | 
heſitated to comply. 


The former recommendation of the Governor General and Council 
of Bengal, to demand an aſſignment from the Nabob, and all their 


ſubſequent Letters and directions on this ſubject, were invariably ad- 
dreſſed to the Select Committee of this Preſidency. But it had been 


of late reported, that on the very ſubject of this aſſignment ſome 


Members of the Council at large, but not of the Select Committee, 
claimed a right of interference; that in other points they alſo differed 
ſometimes from the Preſident and Select Committee. 


It is obſervable, that as s military and political affairs, which from 


home are ordered to be tranſacted by the Select Committee only, 
- neceſſarily engroſs, in time of war, the chief attention of the Preſi- 
dency, the proportion of public buſineſs to be tranſacted by the 


Members of the Council at large, and their conſequent importance, 
may be ſo much apparently diminiſhed at. ſuch a time, as naturally 
to account for any pation towards a a jealouſy of the temporary 

importance 
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importance of the Committee. Of this circumſtance, indeed, the Na- 
bob's Sen and Miniſter, the Ameer, had already attempted to avail 
himſelf, in order to procure, by the means of the Council, a ſurrender 

of the aſſignment; and as he was ſure of every aſſiſtance from Major 
General Stuart, he perhaps had fancied that little more was wanting 
to his ſucceſs, than the addition of ſome apparent authority to the 

Council at large, for inſiſting on a right to determine on the pro- 
priety of his application; and Letters are ſaid to have accordingly 

been written to Bengal to that effect; and in conſequence, it ſeems, 
the Bengal Government readily conferred upon the Council at large 
all the apparent authority in their power, and called upon them in a 
ſolemn manner to ſurrender the aſſignment. And at the ſame time, 
in a ſeparate addreſs to the Select Committee in their collective ca- 
pacity, they repeat to them their former requiſition of January laſt, for 
ſack ſurrender. | 


Thus, in the fact, a power was 3 in two diſtin 
departments of the ſame Government, at the ſame time, for the 
tranſaction of the ſame buſineſs, and directions given to both de- 
partments to execute an order, which, by the exertion of every in- 
ſtrument of Government, one department might endeavour to obey, 


and the other, as ready to reſiſt. 


In this very poſſible conflict between the branches of the civil au- 
ſcmhority, and among the Members of the ſame Council, Major General 
Stuart, at the head of the Military Forces, might again enjoy the 
advantage of holding and determining the balance. It is from high 
and reſpeQable authority aſſerted, that General Stuart ſent aſſurances to 
his Highneſs the Nabob, that he would, on the leaft ſhadow of autho- 
rity from Bengal, remove, by Military Force, the Company's Renters 
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from the aligned: countries, and be ready to remove a ſecond Preſident 


from the chair of Government. 

With this information is conſiſtent the ſudden renewal of the con- 
nection of Major General Stuart with the Nabob, his Son the Ameer, 
and Mr. Paul Benfield, their perſonal rancour towards the Preſident, 


the hints which at his looſer hours eſcaped the General of his deſigns, 
and the univerſal apprehenſion ariſing from thence throughout the 
ſettlement of a new ſubverſion of the Government. N 


In this e the ſeparate Letters from the Government General 


and Council of Bengal of the 15th of Auguſt, to your Select Com- 


mittee, and to the Council at large on the ſame ſubject, thus ſetting 
up, in caſe of a difference of opinion, the authorities of thoſe Boards 


againſt each other, arrived at the Preſidency. The manceuvres of 
Major General Stuart in relation to the King's Troops, at the ſame 
time his ſignificant declaration, that ſome orders he would, and ſome 


he would not, iſſue through the Adjutant General of the Army, imme- 
diately dependent on the Preſideney, were made known to the Preſi- 
dent: Suſpicions were univerſally entertained that force would be 


employed to effectuate the orders from Bengal; and to ſupport the 


majority of the Council at large, if ſuch a majority could be procured 
againſt the ſeparate authority veſted in the Preſident and Select 


Committee. 


Notice by officers on duty was given to the Governor to be on his 
guard; Mr. Paul Benfield had renewed his applications in favour of 
the Nabob accident procured evidence to Government, that Mr. 
Paul Benfield reported to the General, © that all things were going on 
« as well as they could wiſh.” Whether alluding to his expected 


ſucceſs with the Members of the Council, or to the determination of the 
: Bengal 


[#672] 


Bengal Government to renew their inſtructions as to military inter- 
ference, did not appear; but its general drift was not to be miſtaken, 
after the reply of Major General Stuart, * that he would contrive to 
« get as many of the King's Troops as poſſible into the Fort.” 4 
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